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CONEIDENTIAL PORT OP SPAIN 0382 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: ELAB PINS ENRG TD 

SUBJECT: TEXACO REPINERY AND CARONI SUGAR INDUSTRY CLOSE DOWN 
REF: A) POS 375; B) 378 

1. FOLLOWING IS SITUATION REPORT 1300 HOURS LOCAL TIME PEB 18: 

2. DUE TO THE SMALL NUMBER OP EMPLOYEES WHO REPORTED POR WORK MORNING 
OP PEB 18, SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL DECIDED TO CLOSE DOWN LARGE PART 

OP TEXACO'S GIANT REFINERY ON GROUNDS THAT PURTHER OPERATION WOULD IN 
CUR 

SEVERE SAPETY RISKS. (THE REFINERY'S THROUGHPUT HAD ALREADY BEEN RE- 
DUCED TO 160,000 BARRELS PER DAY-LESS THAN HALE ITS 360,000 BPD 
CAPACITY-DUE TO MAINTENANCE PROBLEMS STEMMING FROM THE EMPLOYEES’ GO 

SLOW TACTICS DURING THE PAST SEVERAL WEEKS.) THE GOVERNMENT-OWNED 
TRINTOC REPINERY AT POINT PORTIN IS REPORTEDLY STILL OPERATING, BUT 
TRINTOC'S MARINE BOND AND ITS PORT OP SPAIN DISTRIBUTION OUTLET ARE C 
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NO LONGER BE AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT TRINIDAD. TEXACO'S SUPERVISORY 
PERSONNEL HAVE KEPT THE CATALYTIC CRACKER AND THE DESULPHURIZATION 
PLANT OPERATING, HOWEVER, WHICH WILL PERMIT RESUMPTION OP OPERATIONS 
(AT THE "GO SLOW' PACE) THIS EVENING IF NIGHT SHIPT PERSONNEL 
REPORT POR DUTY. 

3. ACCORDING TO A SENIOR TEXACO OPPICIAL, ALL IS QUIET AT THE 
REFINERY SITE IN POINT-A-PIERRE, AND COOPERATION WITH THE 
HEAVILY AUGMENTED POLICE PORCES IS "EXCELLENT." A CROWD OP 
SEVERAL THOUSAND PEOPLE IS GATHERING AT A SPORTS STATIUM IN 
SAN PERNANDO (ABOUT PIVE MILES FROM POINT-A-PIERRE) TO HEAR 
UNION LEADERS SPEAK AT THE MASS MEETING OP THE NEWLY-FORMED 
"UNITED LABOR PRONT. " THIS OPPICIAL ALSO COMMENTED THAT CARONI 
LTD.'S SUGAR REPINERY OPERATIONS ARE COMPLETELY CLOSED DOWN, 
PRESUMABLY DUE TO DECISION BY MANY EMPLOYEES TO ATTEND MASS 
MEETING. 

4. WE UNDERSTAND THAT EPPECTIVE NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN TEXACO AND 
THE UNION HAVE CEASED AND THAT IN A PARTING DEMAND SUNDAY PEB 16 
THE OWTU RAISED ITS DEMANDS FOR A WAGE INCREASE PROM 80 PERCENT 
TO 144 PERCENT. SENIOR TEXACO OPFICIALS BELIEVE NEXT MOVE IS UP 

TO THE GOTT, WHICH MUST FIRST FORMALLY DECLARE UNDER THE INDUSTRIAL 
RELATIONS ACT (IRA) THAT AN UNRESOLVED LABOR DISPUTE EXISTS BEPORE 
IT CAN TAKE OTHER DEFINITIVE ACTION TO BRING ABOUT A SETTLEMENT. 
REPORTEDLY, THE EMERGENCY CABINET MEETING WHICH WAS CALLED YESTERDAY 
(REF B), DISCUSSED SUCH A DECLARATION BUT POSTPONED ACTION. 
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